Tinyan CHAN

“Canada is a beautiful country of multiculturalism, upholding freedom and equal
opportunity for everyone seeking them. This is also my second hometown.”
- Tinyan CHAN

The path of Tinyan CHAN had been rugged and meandering at the beginning. He
was admitted to the High School of Central South Institute of Art and Literature
of Wuhan at age of 16; Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts in 1960, and went
abroad in 1967 to study at the prestigious L'Ecole Nationale Superieure des
Beaux-Arts in Paris, France. He was so determined, without hesitation, even at
young adulthood to grasp every opportunity to keep going forward, not turning
back, to explore new horizons of arts and creativity. This enthusiasm has added
zest to his everlasting momentum in innovative ideas and painting skills, and
became the cradle for his smooth integration to new environments.

In 1968 Tinyan migrated to Vancouver, where he met his beloved wife Nita and
built their family. Nita has been the greatest help in developing his art career in a
completely unfamiliar environment. They faced their challenges with optimism
and humility promoting his artworks. Very often they had to travel across
provinces and crossed the border to the United States, bringing along Tinyan’s
art works to knock at the door of art galleries to present to buyers. Tinyan also
set up his own studio at home where he painted unceasingly.

Tinyan’s effort finally paid off. His outstanding artistic talent was widely
recognized and acknowledged by the mainstream Canadian community. In 2011,
he was awarded the "Lifetime Achievement Award" by the Federation of
Canadian Artists, the oldest and most prestigious artists association in Canada.
Tinyan was and is the only Asian artist to have achieved this honor. Tinyan’s
works are mainly oil paintings and acrylics, with expressions full of energy and
passion; colorful and vibrant; sometimes rich and warm but sometimes elegant
and composed; displaying the painter's abundant versatility, talent and unlimited
creativity. Tinyan has also endeavored to integrate the concept and skills of
oriental and western arts, especially in his Chinese paintings. He is proud to be
an ambassador promoting multiculturalism with arts.
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