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2z (Sat) to 31 (Mon) August 2015
Presented by visiting artists from China
« YUE Hui » ZHAMNG Chi + XIONG Hui-Ming

3 (Thurs) to 12 (Sat) September zo1s
Presented by local artists:

s BERMNARD Teressa » CHAD Sheila s CHUANG Lina = |ARVILLE Jeanette
s LAMIELIEA oyee » KOS TG Mila = LEF I'H.-irF'J'l'lg s LEE Jeannie
= LUI Donpa « MIREDV-POPOYICK! Tatjana « MORTHCOTT Suzanne
» PELISSIER Sandrine « ROBERTSON Janice = THOMPSON Gerry
= WL Yang « YLIMN June « FHAMG Donna = SHAMNEG Wan-Li

Time of Exhibition: Noon to 6:00 pm

Endorsed by Honorable Dr. Kellie K. Leitch,
Minister of Labour and Minister of Status of Women of Canada



Mirugter of Labour
and Minisier of Status of YWoman

Binistre du Travail
et ministre de la Condition fémining

As Minisler of Stabus of Womasn, | axbend my bast
wishns B everyons participating in the intemationai
Aria Gallery axhibiticn of prominent Ssmale skt

Thesd artabs hotvn mibce — ard continug 1 make — an
nvailabie corinbution o Candda’a culiueal life. By
shaning their creatisity and insight thecugh art. thete
women enfich Canadian culste aith thaeir uneque

PO NEpoCiveD,

Stalus of Women Canada s commitbed to promating
the full porticipation of vomen in all aspecio of
Canadan sociely, The incluges supporting women i
pocome keaders n their felds and helping women
picaper in all seclofs al hi soanoTy

FAsking up nearky half of our workloros, women ane
crifical o Canade's growth and prospanty  fo maitar
what thair profercional Bald. whan woman pub thair
skila snargy and axpetise o ek, they am
ungteppabie and the whels community benafis.

The Gowemment of Canads greafy valles women's
contibution bo our Sociaty and wa will conlr 1o
suppoet i by creating jobs and opportunibios: that
posilion woemen ko oven preoler suceess. Tha s
good for women, for thed Familios and for Conoda,

A e de minsie da s Condibon [sminina, [offe miss
meeillgnrs Vo 4 bouins s perscnnes qui participent &
lmposition d onrvens da grandns artstes prdesniin G
Iatematenal &rs Gallery

Cies argshes ont appomt — ol Contnuent O BpRcer — une
coninbuticn insslenable & & vie culhaelle du Canads. En
trardemasiant leur crdativitd ol lsurs idkes par Tan, cot fomimss
armchissenl la cullund canadierins de |euhs points de vue Ioul &
[oefl poriculicrs.

Condition femining Canada s'engapge & fowonser ka pleine
panticipation dos fommes & lous los aspects do la socdld
canpimnndg, 1 sl nolamman] dacion s fememas 0 dasenk
dies chela de Nl dans lows domaings of O prospened dons 1ous
laa geilaun di lecdniorTiie

Farman® prés de |a mofs de la main-doevere canadisnins, &y
fernmes sonl essamtieies & ba croissancs & & la prospdotd du
parys. Pl importe I domaine profassionned. quand las
femmas meafiant lnurm compatences., inur dneepee of bur
gaperiee au mval, nen no les arrdio ot 3 collect vl foul
anlifng en bardhick

L= gauvesnemeni du Canada secords une grands valsur & L
conirbution cos femmes a natre sookEtd, e nous conbinoerans a
faworser ool apport en crtanl des emplots of des possbililés qui
ol oux femimes do riussin encore plus. Cola o3l bon
peour o Bomrimes, pour lour lamille ot pour ke Canada,

The Honourable Dr. K. Kellie Leitch, P.C., ©.Onl., M.P.
L'honorable O™ K. Kellle Leitch, C.P., 0.0nt., dépulée

Canada
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Haom, Alice Waong, P.C.
Member of Parliament for Richmend
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112 Confederation Building
Otiawa, Ontaro K 1A A6
Tl 6] 308052021

Foo: 613-995-2174
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360- 393] Mo, Road

Bachmend, Rnnsh Columbaa VaX 2E3
Fel: HI-TT5-5740

Fax: 6(M-775-610]
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August 22 2015

I am delighted to extend my warmest greetings (o everyone attending the Invitational
Exhibition of Contemparary Prominent Female Artists 2003 co-organized by the
International Arts Gallery and International Sudy and Research Arts Center.

The ants are the pulse of a nation's cultwre, Withowt the ans, a cullure lacks vibrancy amd
life. Canada’s culiure 15 unique as it i2 a mosaic built through the contributions of people
from many different backgrounds, coming together 1o add their own arisic mark m this
country. With more than a hundred pieces of artwork by over twenty female artists on
display, this event is a celebration of both Canada’s lively artistic scene and the incredible
coniributions of women 1o it

As the Member of Parliament of Richmond, | applaud the orgamizers who have put in o lot
of work imto making this event a reality, and the talented artists wha are exhibiting their
bemutiful works, Please acoept miy best wishes for a most successful and enjovable
exhibition over the next three weeks,

Yours sincercly,

oo Wy

Alice Wong,
Member of Parlizment for Bichmond
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A Message from Premier Christy Clark

As Premier of the Province of British Columibia, 1 am pleased to welcome everyone to the
Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary Prominent Female Artists’ opening ceremony,
here at the International Arts Gallery in Yancouver.

I think it's wonderful to see an event dedicated to promoting the artwork of female artisis
and creating an appreciation of their achievements. This i1s certainly a special and
impressive addition to the Gallery, and will leave a lasting impression to one and all

| want to take this opportumty to thank all the contnbuting artists for making this event
possible. This is a great opportunity for vou and also for the many guests who will be

noticing your work.

Please accept my best wishes for a wonderful exhibition,
Sincerely,

Christy Clark

Premier
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Your Member of Pardlament | Vancowuver South

Greetings

On behalfl of the Government of Canada, | am pleased to extend warmeslt
greetings to the Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary Prominent Female
Artists 2015 hosted by the International Arts Gallery and the International
Study and Research Arts Centre.

From business, to academics, sports, government = to art = women continue
to make great strides in all facets of Canadian society, With 21 artists
displaying over 100 art pieces, the Initivational Exhibition of Contempeorary
Prominent Female Artists is a noteworthy celebration of the remarkable skill
and achievements of BC's female artists.

On this occasion, | would like to acknowledge the artists and event organizers
for their hard work. | wish everyone a successful exhibition!

el N RO [T TORD LA, PR S AT TR
SRR BC VR T Wailvoung.ca TR DF CERAARTRE
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Message from

August 2015

On behalf of the Province of British Columbia, it gives me great pleasure to congratulate the
International Aris Gallery on hosting the Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary Prominent

Female Artists 2005 in Vancowver,

The Honourable Teresa Wat

Minister of Intemational Trade and Minister Responsible for
Asin Pacific Strmegy and Multiculiumalism

Britsh Columbia thrives on diversity. One of my roles as the Mimister Responsible for

Multiculturalism is to celebrate British Columbians from varions ealmres and the contribotions

they make to enrich our culture.

This exhibition feamres the works of prominent female artists from Canada and three female
antigts invited from China, These women and their oustanding ant works provide inspiration and
leadership for the next generation of women.

Congratulations to all the artists participating in this colourful exiibition and to everyone
amending the event, as we celebrate the achicvements of female artisis. Enjoy!

Sincerely,

osae LT

Teresa Wit
Mimister

Minisry af Intcvaslional Tomde ssd e of the Mmnbcy
SMinlster Hespeasible for the

faka Paciifie Sirsteg amd

Yl |t e sl iam

Swlag Addecs
Pk Baos %3 Sm Py G
Vecoras BC VEW #112

Foope; ZM50-DRIED
Fax 230 9510438
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( On Twittar: @ jannykwanbe

jerny kwan @ ndp.ca
for Vancouver East MP
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Best wishes to “Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary
Prominent Artists 2015" (August 22 — September 12) hosted by
the International Arts Gallery (% # Ki).

Jenny Kwan At LIEARE
Former MLA RS R R
Vancouver-Mount Pleasant (o] o 29 R s 38R AL

NDP Candidate for Vancouver East BHERET &Y E



COLRCILLORS OFFICE
Councillor Elizabeth Ball

August 5, 2015

Dear: Ms. Chan,

RE: Welcome Letter

I am 5o very pleased to celebrate with you the Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary
Prominent Fernale Artists 2015, another innovative and dramatic exhibition of visual arts at
the International Arts Gallery. This long awaited event s a particularly exciting showing of art
by celebrated Chinese and Canadian women artists,

As Canada moves toward a major celebration of our 150 years as a country, we are reminded
of the many challenges which women have had to overcome in order to practice and display
their art. Many fire women artists used men’s names, were shown under the name of their

male mentors or husbamds, or simply struggled to be recognized as professional artists in their
owm right.,

The International Arts Gallery, under your and John Chan's imaginative stewardship,
cantinues to inspire Vancouver art lovers as you present forward thinking exhibitions that
acknowledge a wide variety of cutstanding artists, techniques and cultures.

| warmly congratulate all the highly trained and talented women artists who have been
especially chosen for this remarkable show,

Thank you for making this exciting event possible for the citizens of Yancouver,

With warm wishes ta you all,

pgich ot

Councillor Elizabeth Ball

453 W IT™ Ave, Yaooer, B
fef: 04871 T240 e-mail; clrball@varworsver. ca

City of Vanooapser, Counclllors Oifice -
Councilor Elizabeth Bal, A ——
A5 West 1th Avenue g %
Vancouver, Brities Colembis WSY 1VE Canada 1
el: 604,873, 7240 fax: 604,873,7750

WEDSNE: VANCOUVET.CH BC's “'P Emp'ml'l-



The Invitational Exhibition of Prominent

Female Artists 2015 is a salute to female artists.

With the art world booming and moving at
such an unprecedentedly rapid pace, the works
of female artists have historically not been
acknowledged and recognized as those of their
male counterparts. This continued imbalance
of pender representation within the art field
is an izsue which is often ignored. However,
with more and more powerful and talented
women breaking through gender stereotypes,
shaping the world and changing the course of
history, there are also more and more female
artists cementing their position as integral figures of the
art world,

It has abways been the mission statement of International
Arts Gallery to promote the appreciation of diversity of
arts, across boundaries of ethnic groups, race, gender,
time and space. To these female articts, the canvasses are
their diaries, poems and expressions without words, all
of which chronicle the following: their love, compassion,
emotion, personality, imagination and perceptions of
their world, ethnic identity, stories of thedr life jourmeys,
their struggles between domestic duties and challenges
in their careers, the vigorous tests of life unigue to
females, their motherhood and sisterhood. They don't
have to express themselves with words, yet the world
can behold and understand characteristics and subtext
in their art pieces, tender but powerful from within. In
this exhibition, we are tuming the spotlight solely onto
these fernale artists to raise awareness of their hard work
and achievement. Through the beautiful creations of
the three visiting artists from China and eighteen local
Canadian mainstream and Chinese exhibiting artists,
wie hope to redress this historical imbalance and give
female artists the recognition they have long deserved.

I am thrilled to have been a part of this exhi-
bition.

Katherine Chan
President, International Arts Gallery
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ON THE IVITATIONAL EXHIBITION OF
CONTEMPORARY PROMINENT FEMALE ARTISTS

"Invitational Exhibition of
Contemporary Prominent Female Artists®
iz the first exhibition that the Intemational
Study and Resaarch Arts Center has directly
participated in zince its establishment. The
International Arts Gallery co-organkzes
and fully suppores this event. Furthermore,
the participating artists from China and
participating local artists, as well as ars
community leaders enthusiastically and
earnestly contribute o the success of the
exhibition. | sincerely believe that the co-
operation from everyone proves once again
that our artists are working toward shared
objectives, leading to a prospering of the
arts in Canada

The

When | first came up with the idea for
this event, | was only thinking of bringing
together prominent artists from China
From earier International Arts Gallery
work in organizing exhibitions, Katherine
and | had the opportunity to know the
exhibited female artists: YUE Hui, leading
prominent antist of meticulous painting, is
the daughter of Mr. YUE Jigan, Master
artist of meticulous painting.  ZHANG
Chi, prominent artist of modern landscape
painting, has exhibited at the International
Arts Gallery together with her hushand
Mr. YUE Zherwen, Executive Director
of the Shanghai Academy of Painting and
Calligraphy and Director of the XU Beihong
Art Academy. He will come together
with his wife on this visit. The younger
exhibiting artist XIONG Huiming was the
student of rencwned master painter DING
Shaoguang and she is best known for

10

her avant-garde gouache paintings and has
just recently held an exhibition in France.
She is also a close friend of our good friend,
the famous stage director Ms. Linda Liu.
Through all these connections, we have
succeeded in persuading all of them to come
for this exhibition. We are overwhelmed
with delight and surprise. These three
leading female artists, representing “past,
present and furure” elements and styles
of arowork, are an ideal mawch for this
exhibition.

Following this. Katherine then suggested
that we should let local female antists of
Chinese origin participate in the exhibition
aswell We agreed that this was a good idea
However, | have insisted that we should
not only invite those who already have
good relationship with us, but instead, we
should select those who have a personal
style, with special features and creativily,
of those who are showing the potential for
further advance (our final list includes some
artigts known to us only by their artwork),
Katherine and 1 each nominated a few,
and we presented them to the honogary
governors, Professor  Johnson CHOW
and Professor GUO Shaogang, executive
committee members Professor CHANG
Chun-Chieh, Professor L1 Ningjian,
Professor Jan WALLS, Mr. John CHEM, Mr.
CHAMG Chin-Shen and Mr. James LU, a2
well as Honorary Advisors Mr. Robert 5.
KU and Mr. Ah Nong of the International
Study and EResearch Center for their
opinion. There was unanimous agreement
on the list and we then selected nine local
artists of Chinese origin to participate in
this event.

We are very fortunate to have received the
good advice of Dr. Ronald Leung, regional
adviser for the Federal Government, that
if the exhibition can include female artists
of other ethnic groups, then Dr. Kellie
LEITCH, Minister Responsible for Status
of Women, would be willing to support

and endorse this event, which makes the
event even more meaningful: “To enhance
the understanding and appreciation of the
status and influence of female artists, and
to promote the quality of their work as well
as their self-confidence” Thus by adopting
these guiding principles, and with the help
of our two good Canadian artist friends Mr.
Alfonso TEJADA and Ms. Mila KOSTIC,
we successfully invited nine prominent
female artists of other ethnic groups to be
exhibiting artists as well

There were two amusing matters:

« Some people thought that holding
an exhibition only for women is unfair
to male artists, and amounts 1o sexual
discrimination.  Fortunately, the wasr
majority understood that this exhibition is
for a special theme and a special message;
and that the International Arts Gallery
has mever use gender as a consideration
for recruitment of exhibiting artists, or in
assessing the status or achievements of
artists. | joked with a pood friend abour
thiz, and he observed thar the exhibition
was “discriminating against males” and
“showing [avoritism towards [emales” |
replied: “Omly when females are happy
can we enjoy happy fimes” Then [ quoted
the famous words of Professor Johnson
CHOW: "Males may rule the world, but
fernales rule the males”. He made a funny
reply- T totally agree with Prolessor CHOW.
My wife does indeed rule over me, even
though I've never ruled the world”. It would
appear that we Canadian men are endowed
with an abundant sense of humr.

« After we had proposed the name of
“Contemporary Prominent Female Artist
Exchibition™ for this exhibition, some people
remarked that the name was too lofty. They
suggested toning down the name because
they were afraid that the artists might not
live up to the ttle, and we might become
a laughing stock. As a matter of fact, the



participating Chinese female artists like the
name, and they rightly deserve the name im
view of their fame and their achievements.
Our advisers and Executive Committee
members also had no disagreement about
the name. It szemed that only a few local
female artists were concerned. | decided to
consult them on this matter. One of them
replied: "If we had no self-confidence, we
would not be artists”, Several others also
rephed that they would follow the decision
of the organizers with noother comments. |
find this comiorting, Personally. | think that
the International Study and Research Arts
Center and the International Arts Gallery
would only invite outstanding artists, and
| am proud of the self-confidence of the

participaring artists.

Finally, | conclude this message with the
extract of the Greeting from the Minister
Responsible for Status of Women: "Making
up nearly half of our workforce, women are
critical to Canada's grosth and prospenty.
No matter what their professional field,
when women put their skills, energy and
expertise to work, they are unstoppable
amd the whole community benefits®

{The famous prominent Chinese modern
and contemporary female artists that |
know about include: PAN Yuliang, FENG
Likstan, HE Xiangning, CHEN Peigiu, YU
Zhizhen, XIAQ Shufang, HU Quieting,
ZHOW Sicong, SHAD Youxuan, YUE Hui,
ZHANG Chi, CHEN Guiding, CHEN Jin,
YU Hong, XIA Junnz, SHEN Ling, TANG
Xiuling, YAN Ping, XIONG Huiming; and
lpcally KOO Met and o CHUANG. OF
course there are also 3 huge number of
other female artists who quietly pursue
their work, but | cannaot List them all here.)

John Chan, Execirtive Director, International
Study e Research Arts Centre
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A Few Words on Exhibiting Female Artists:

24

The International Arts Gallery created a cross - cultural

exhibition of prominent contemporary female artists
from both China and Canada.

Contemporary art in our present moment is defined as
the work of artists who creating, NOW. It is the work of
peoples which are embedded and reflect contemporary
culture and society, and in effect offer audiences a
rich resource through which to consider the present
and rethink the familiar. The work of contemporary
artists is a dynamic combination of materiaks, methods,
concepts, and subjects that challenges the policing
of traditional boundaries. Diverse and eclectic,
contemporary art is distinguished by the very lack
of a uniform organizing principle, ideology, or -ism.
In a globally conmected, culturally diverse, and rapid
world, contemporary artists give voice to the varied
and changing cultural landscape of identity, values, and
belicfs.

This is the work, rather than the ethos, behind the work
of Suzanme Morthcott, Janice Robertson, Jeanette
Jarville and Joyce Kamikura All these artists have
contributed their personal reflections, experiences,
opinions, and interpretations in their work in to
encourage engage viewers in the NOW. In light of such
diversity, there is no simple or singular way to define
contemporary art. And often it is recognized for its

absence of a uniform organizing principle, idealogy, or
label. Thus, to audiences contemporary art can often
seem overwhelming, difficult, or so stmple that the

viewer might wonder if they are missing something.

However, art is rarely created in a vacuum. Artists
constantly reference the past—building on timeless
themes, critiquing outmoded models, rescarching
forgotten histories, or borrowing traditional methods
and techniques to realize new ideas. Understanding
historical precedent is an important part of providing
context and informing our experiences with art being
made today. Since images were first painted in caves,
artists have challenged our notions of what art is
and how it can be made. These artists explore ideas,
concepts, questions, and practices that examine the
past, describe the present, and imagine the future.
Perhaps the most helpful defining characteristic is the
most obwious: contemporary art is the art of today, of
the NOW,

I would like to extend my thanks to 1AG for making
this exhibition possible and including me in a group of
exceptional artists.

Mila Knstic
{Visual Artist, Curator & Educationer)



The creative world of the artist consists of 2 continuous
flux of ideas, dreams and personal experiences that is
the core that connects their personality to thelr work.
This exhibition is unigue because it i3 not only an
international cross-cultural event, but the 1AG has been
able o unite the talent and inspiration of an invited
group of prominent female artists from both China and
Canada.

The Canadian Group of Artists.

I'm honored to be able to express my admiration and
respect toa very talented award-winning, ereative group
of artist friends in this exhibition. Their freshness,
creativity and exploration are common factors in
their work. Although all of them Canadian, their
backgrounds and roots come from different cultural
and personal formation worlds. Their individual
experiences as teachers, engineers, art students and
homemakers are not a common denominator, not even
the meda or theme of their works, What unites this
group is their friendliness, love, passion, vision and the
energy in communicating their interpretations of the
world in which they live through their art.

There is a high level of intellect and mastery in
the mentoring they do in their teachings and in
how exploration and dedication has made this
group very special:

Teressa Bernard, an amazingly creative and self-taught
artist and art instructor has developed a personal style
and expression with colour and texture from being a
purcst watercolorist to experimental semi -abstract
artist in acrylic and mixed-media and currently working

also with digital painting.

Mila Kostic, a tour de force artist, curator and art
instructor focuses her exploration in large-scale abstract
ol paintings, experimenting with lines and colour surface
textures, combined with hyrical prose. Works of her series
entitled “Fragments™ is inspined by everyday life comprised
of private, social and political events.

Tatjana Mirkov-Popovicki, an clecircal engincer,
interpretative, portrait, still Life, lconography and
landscape artist, painting in watercolour and acrylic,
fell in love with the Canadian Pacific North-West in
1994, when she immigrated to Canada, loves plein air
and sketching Canadian landscapes as ber main subject.

Sandrine Pelissier, a watercolour, acrylic and mixed-
miedia educator, author and artist. Herwork exploresthe
tension between opposite concepts and the in-between
space where reality meets fantasy. Experimenting with
different media: acrylic, watercolor, ink, graphite.. ,
the delicate organic shapes of the flora environment
have always been a source of inspiration, which she
combines with decorative patterns.  Her models of
reference and inspiration also include her family.

Gerry Thompson, 2 musician, watercolour, oil, acrylic
and mixed media, interpretative, landscape and still life
artist, Her finished works are realistic in style, although
her method of creating them is to paint abstract shapes.
Strong contrasts between light and shadow, unique
textures, close-up perspectives and the search for
interesting colour combinations are characteristic of
herwork,

A big applause from all of us, friends and the public in
general, to this exceptionally creative and inspirational
group of talented artists.

Alfonso L. Tejada
{In Arte Fabriano Canadian Leader, IWS CANADA,
Head representative)
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Teressa L. BERNARD, SFCA

Barn in Vancouver, B.C., Teresza was first
introduced to water colour painting in 1979. Since
1986, when she started painting seriously in water
colour, she has had an enduring desire to learn
moare and share her knowledge with others. She
bepan teaching classes and workshops i water
colour in 1588, She s dedicated and her work is
widely collected locally and internationally.

Teressa has been the recipient of numerous awards,
is a member of the Federation of Canadian Artists
since 1087, and was elected to SFCA in 2000
She has served on the Board of Directors for the
Federation of Canadian Artists for seven years and
is currently exploring acrylics as weil as teaching all
water media,

Loovang Towand the Future
LAl weth mived imiled, 2500 x 160

Artist's Statement

| am fascinated with shapes, value and colour and how
they relate to one another. My approach to painting
has evolved over the years, from being a purest water
colourist to lavering water colour or acrylic with other
mediums to achicve the desired results, Although it is
essentully natural for me to start my paintings with a
drawing, | love to expenment and often start with an
abstract

under-painting and let the painting grow from there.
The allure of trees, flowers,

and seagulls as subjects has always captivated me, while
exploring the abstract has captured my interest with a
special appeal, as am places experiences into forms and
parterns.”

Teressa L. Bernard
v TerEssabernard com
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Jeanette JARVILLE, B.F.A AF.CA

Jeanette Jarville is 3 full time artsst from Vancouver BC, Canada. Jeanette bepan oil
painting at the age of 11 and has been creating and working as a professional artist all
her life. She graduated from Mathew McMair Senior Secondary School with Honors
and an art scholarship and was accepted inte Emily Carr University of Art & Design
She was awarded four mare scholarships while there and received a Bachelor’s Degree
in Fine Art, majoring i Studio Fine Arts (sculpture, installation art and painting) in
1996. She also had a year of fine art studies and training in Berlin, Germany,

Jeanette’s mediums have included working with wood, clay, metal, fabric, mosaics,
found objects, casting, painting with oil and
acrylic on canvas and painting on glass -a reverse
process where the work is painted on the back
and viewed from the front. She has created public
and private murals and public ant installations
such as the Canada Line Art Columns, BC Lions
Society sculptures ‘Eagles in Our City' and the
Terra Cotta Warriors.

Her visions, images and ideas for the work she
creates are loosely based fram memary and her
photography, but mostly from images imagined.
She is traditionally trained in drawing, oil painting
techniques and sculpture and finds this to be a
great foundation in building up her more modern,
stylized paintings that she is recognized for
today. Jeanette is confident in her use of colour,
contrast, and composition which has evolved into
her dramatic, bold Jeanette’s art can be found in
private and corporate collections in Canada, USA,

PR S T : Australia, China, Germany, Holland and the UK
Love Combned, daonidic on Canvas, 365 36 m)

She has shown throughout the years in numercus

exhibitions locally and internationally. She has
received many awards, most recently Richmond’s Mayors Art Innovation Award and
has signature status with The Federation of Canadian Artists. Jeanette’s work has been
featured on Television, in news articles and in magazines.

gl



Joyce H. KAMIKURA, NWS, SFCA

joyce was one of the first Canadians to be bestowed Signature Member of the National
Watercolor Society (NW5S - US A ). She was also one of the first women to be given
the top ranking in the Federation of Canadian Artists as a Senior Signature Member
(SFCA), Exhibitions of her works in national and intemational juried exhibitions
have earned her many articles internationally. Some of these include the books,
Painting Compaosition {LI5), Painting Color (US), Abstract in Watercolor (US), Best of
Watercolor (US), Looking In, Looking out (Canada); the magazines , American Artists
{US), Art Impressions (Canada), Asahi Graph (Japan), Watercolour Gazette (Canada);
Internaticnal Artists

(Australia); Viewpoint, (Canada) and the dailies, Vancouver Sun (Canada), and Times
Colonist (Canada).

Joyce weas bornin Steveston, B.C., spent her first 4 years in the internment camp, Lemon
Creek, B.C., then in Japan for g years. Her return to Canada took her to Montreal for
z years then back to Richmond. Years after obtaining her Bachelor of Commerce
and Business Administration Degree frem the University of B.C., she studied art at
Kwantlen and Langara colleges.

Artist Statement

"My Paintings represent my personal
response 1o my environment. My ideas are
not whale but fragments of what fascinate
me and are seeds from which my works
begin to develop. As a result, although my
works undoubtedly have roots in my daily
ling, they may be a good deal rermoved
from reality; some of them may be quite
representational while others become
abstracts.”

W ikpmikurainagipat com

Mearhithe Farly Aurumin Sy (Ande on Carmags, 30 20 n)
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Mila KOSTIC, SCA, AFCA

Mila Kestic is Canadian visual artist, After a promising start as an artist in former
Yugoslavia, she moved to Vancouver in 1006 with her family, She has worked as a
curator, educator, and as facilitator of visual and community based arts, working
with diverse artists and organizations representing multiple disciplines, She has been
actively exhibiting and making art for over twenty years

Mila has spearheaded many of her own artistic projects and has been associated in
particular with promoting modern art in British Columbia and Canada. Mila is known
predominantly for her large-scale abstract acrylic and oil paintings on canvas. Her work
revolves around the experimentation with lines and colour; and thematically on the

processes of creating a painting.

During the last twenty years of her career, Mila created a series entitled “Masks and
Dolls’, “Writings on the Wall®, “Lost states”. These series were the result of an interest
in the surface textures, lines, and street art (i.e. graffiti). She integrates these facets of
her interest in combination wath lyrical prose

Most recently, Mila has created "The Borders Series” a collection of works focused on
the every day; a compound of private, social and political events. These events range
from the significant to the mundane, and Mila explores the impact of these events
on the individual; the light touches and the deep marks. Which are processed both
consciously and subconsciously, Mila seeks to articulate these events into her work
through the framing device of the border.

Particularly, through the breaching or crossing of these borders as events in her life,
Mila is interested in this concept as it presents a variety of experiences. As not all
border crossings elicit words of welcome; borders allow some to be on the inside,
while forcing others to remain on the
outside. This applies not only to territorial
borders, but also to borders between
identities, genders, ethnicities, classes,
sexualities; borders between private and
public, between “self” and “other”.

Presently, she added a new series of work
entitled “Fragments” The “Fragments
Senes’, is a comprised of private, personal
and social events in which some may be
found to be significant, life-changing, or
even hard to shake. Thus, leaving a deep
impression, it is natural extension from her
early work to the present day.

Fragment Series (Aonic anon Comes, 406 X 60in)
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She had been the vice president,
president, adwisar of the Chiness
Artists Association of Canada, wice
president of Federation of Chinese
Artists Association in Vancouwver. She is
now a researcher of international Study
and Research Arts Center

Since 1981 immigrated to Canada.
She has participated in maore than 8o
exhibitions around the world including
places ke Vancouver, Toronto,
Hong Koeng, Ottawa and LA, Various
establishments such as UBC, Chinese

A Home Deep e Fores!
(R Chiners Painting on Rise Paser, 7.5 inx 37 5 n)

Cultural Center of Vancouver and the
Tsun Yet Sun Park have requested to
put her works on display.

Donna has won many awards. Her
wiorks and articles have been printed in
six different magazines and newspapers.



Artist Statement

This great country stretches ower 3,855,103 square
miles of breathtaking landscape. Artists nibble at
its incomprehensible vastness and bring morsels of
beauty as our small present to the public. | am one of
the painters humbled with this honorable task. | paint
scenes of popular landmarks but also the hidden beauty
of less accessible locations.

Style wise, 1 bridge the traditional landscape subject
with contemporary ideas, matenals and techniques.
My goal is to create visionary art that communicates
textures, shapes, colors, and meaning of natural forms
through harmonious patterns. In our vast wilderness,
harmony is not obvious or easy to find. There is an
clement of something wild and dissonant that inspires
the viewer, and composes itself into great surprising
patterns which burn into our minds and hearts,

I like to use a variety of tools to express my ideas:
emphasized brushwork, expressive color harmony,
directive linear elements, and variations in the texture
of paint. This variety relates to the perpetual playfulness
of nature

For me, Canadian Landscape is a magnificent subject; it
often resists being captured on a piece of canvas and it
plays tricks with the artist. We take what the landscape
agrees to give, and supplement the rest with our own
imagination.

Tatjana MIRKOV-POPOVICKI

Tatjana discovered and fell in love with the Canadian Pacific
Morth West in 1994, when she immigrated to Canada and made
her home in Vancouver area, in BC. Her childhood in a srmall
charming mid-European town overlooking river Danube was filled
with reading and drawing. The years of growing up, however,
took a direction of science, ending up with a Bachelor's Degree in
Electrical Engineering.

Immigration to Canada and a career in technology took a
significant part of her life, but in 1908 it was the time to get back
to art. She took art classes in the Vancouver Art Academy over
the following five years. In zoos she decided to pursue painting of
Canadian Landscapes as her main subject which has inspired her
immensely from her very first days in this amazing country.

Tatjana has been actively inwalved in the art community, especially
through the Federation of Canadian Artists where she served as
the President of the Board of Directors, and holds designation of
a Senior Signature Artist and a Honorable Lifetime Member.

Tatiana's work has been exhibited, collected and represented by
several fine art galleries. Her paintings are in many homes and
collections in Canada, US and averseas,

(abrioed Sunder (Aonihe On Lamess, 20w w2 in)
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Suzanne NORTHCOTT

Suranne is an interdisciplinary artist whose explorations have crossed into the worlds
of poetry, video, photography and natural history. Her subject matter over thirty
years of work has included the human body, crow migration, butterfly cycles and bog
wetlands. She values the freedom to study in an organic way, allowing the subject to
suggest the methodology, watching to see how what is learned in one domain informs
another. As an art instructor, Morthcott works to illuminate mysteries of the creative
process with humor and insight and is known for her ability to help students break
through to new personal ground in their wark,

Morthcott’s work is held in numerous collections including the Surrey Art Gallery’s
public collection and the Langley Centennial Museum Collection. She was working
on a major public art project for the City of Surrey’s New City Hall and Transformation
and Memory: Endangered Spaces at Evergreen Cultural Centre Coguitiam BC.

Copper Sl fAerpie and Copper on Canwet, M0 x 2in)



Sandrine PELISSIER

Originally from France, Sandrine Pelissier has
been living in Vancouver, Canada for the past
15 years.

She has exhibited extensively in Canada and
internationally.

Her work has been published in many art books
and magazines: Watercolor Artist Magazine,
International Artist Magazine, Acrylic Artist
magazine.

North Light/F+W Books just published her
new watercelor instruction book:  Fearless

Watercolor for Beginners, adventurous painting
techniques to get vou started.

Shee of fife N Charlanle Maed Medka an Covos, 4800 X 48 i)

Artist Statement

At the core of my work is an exploration of the tension between opposite
concepts, like the symmetry of geometric patterns and the asymmetry of
organic designs, transparency and solidity, reality and imagination.

The tension between symmetry and asymmetry is perceptible in the
superimpaosition of ornamental parterns on top of biclogical structures like
tree trunks, It also shows in the representation of natural patterns like the
rings of a tree with repetitive geometric shapes. In my still life paintings, the
delicate organic shapes of the flora are strongly contrasting with very bold
decorative patterns. This elaborate patterning gives some of my paintings
a look reminiscent of fabric or paper collage, although all the designs are
actually hand painted.

1 love experimenting with different media (acrylic, watercolor, ink,
graphite...) following the pull of my curiosity, although supported by a
rigorous and traditional appreach. My technique involves a bot of planning
to create the final effect | want. The accumulation of many successive thin
layers contributes to an ethereal, translucent quality that comes in contrast
with the solidity and boldness of the omamental patterns.

Like a rightrope walker, 1 find pleasure in exploring the in-between
space where reality meets fantasy. My painting process will often consist
of trying to make a figurative scene emerge from the randomness of an
abstract background. Alternatively, 1 will sometimes start by painting a
subject realistically and then add arbitrary splashes and drips or imagined
patterns. My subjects, even though rooted in realism, often display a splash
of the unreal, the unexpected or the whimsical. My direct environment has
always been my source of inspiration as | would like my art to make vou
marvel at our world, and its daily simplicity, humor, and beauty.

Woksite: Sandimeraiiier.com
Bl it cheTI LT



Janice ROBERTSON, SFCA, NWWS, LAI, AFC

Janice Robertson was borm on Vancouver |sland in 1652, into a family with a long history
of women artists. She lives in the historic village of Fort Langley, BC with her artist
husband, Alan Wylie.

Janice launched her career as a professional artist in 1589, She has received many
awards including the Foreign Award in the Houston Watercolor Society's Exhibition
in Texas in 2004, the William and Margaret Foley Award in the Adirondacks MNational
Exhibition of Watercolors in 2008, and she has won the Bronze Medal three times in
the Federation of Canadian Artists Annual Signature Members exhibition,

Janice 15 a signature member of the Federation of Canadian Artists, Landscape Artists
International, the Morthwest Watercolor Society and Artists for Conservation. She
was elected as an Artist in Residence at the annual Painters at Painters event in
Campbell River BC in 2004. Janice served as President of the Federation of Canadian
Artists from 1999 to 2001, She it listed in Who's Who in Canada and her paintings are
in callections through the world. She is also 2 papular and well- respected workshop
instructor and juror.

Janice's work is largely a reflection of her abiding love for the beauty of the west coast
farests and beaches that she has known all her life. Her attachment to her home and
garden are represented i her still-
life paintings. She werks In acrylic,
watercalor and oil,

|anice Robertson is represented by
galleries in  Vancouver, Whistler,
Sidney, Fort Langiey, Kelowra and
Mexico,

Water under the Bridge (Aemyhic, 30 in x40 fn)

40



Gerry  Thompson  was
borm in and grew up in
Vancouwver, BC, Canada.
She spent several years
in Alberta where she also
eamed  her  Associate
Degree from the Royal Conservatory of Music and began
her teaching career in music,

After her son was born she picked up a paintbrush, and
to this day her passion for painting and drawing has never
diminished. She enrclled in the Fine Arts program at the
Fraser Valley College, now called the University of the
Fraser Valley. After graduating from the program, majoring
in Painting and Printmaking, Gery began to teach
watercolour in the Continuing Education Department
of the College. Her classes continued for several years,
until she moved back to Vancouver in 198¢. With her
encouragement and initial mentoring, her students formed
The Fraser Valley Watercolour Society. These artists
flourish to this day.

Gerry is an award-winning artist, and her paintings are
found in corporate and private collections throughout
the world. Recent awards and accomplishments are
her receiving the Federation of Canadian Artists
Bronze Medal at the zo12 Spilsbury Medal Exhibition;
the Canadian Society of Painters in Water Colour's
prestigious Doris McCarthy award; and a Morthwest
Watercolor Society's Waterworks award. She 15 a
Signature Member of these societies. The American
Watercolor 5ociety accepted her painting, French
Vanilla in 2002, and The Gathering #2 in 2015. The
Internaticnal Artist Magazine has featured Gerry in the
following issues: October/MNovember 2003, Finalist -
Perpetual Fragrance; June/|uly 2014, Third Prize = The
Gathering #2; December/|anuary 2015 - From Abstract
to Realism; My Art in the Making VENEZIA. She
was featured in the |uly 2004 American Art Collector
magazine = Light and Shadows.

Gerry THOMPSON, SFCA, NWWS, CSPWC, ARCT, UFV (dip)

Crxsranw Mine (endic on Carwad, 40 30 i)

In June, 2014, she travelled to Fabriano, Italy, where The
Gathering #2 was one of 12 Canadian paintings invited to
be displayed at the intemational exhibition, Fabriano in
Watercolour 2014, Her painting, Lady in Waiting, was included
in the 2015 Fabriano exhibition,

Teaching is also one of her loves. Her belief is that we do our
best creating in a positive and relaxed atmosphere. Her best
advice to her students: “Paint the easy stuff first The rest
usudlly takes care of itself. Paint what you see, not what you
think you see”. [t is the reason why she continually rotates the
paper or canvas while the painting is in progress.

Gerry paints in o, acrylic, watercolour, and mixed media.
Subjects that inspire her usually have one or more of the
following attributes: strong contrast between kight and shadow,
combinations of natural and artificial light, unique textures,
close-up perspective, interesting color combinatians. Although
her finished works are realistic in style, her method of creating
i% to paint abstract shapes,

As a popular workshop instructor and juror she has travelled to
locations in Canada, United States, France, and Spain.

Gerry contributes to her community through ber imvabement
with the local chapter of the Chamber of Commerce.

Condact ar wasigemythompson ca
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g it B ZHANG Wan Li

Wan Li Zhang was barn in Kashi, west of China. She studied at Xian Academy of Fine
Arts from 1g80 to 1987 and received a B.A degree and M.A degree in Fine Arts. She
then taught there until 1990. During this period, she participated in many group shows
in England, Japan, and China.

In 1990, she moved to Vancouver, Canada, and continues teaching and painting to this
day. Her work ranges from printmaking, illustration, mural design, acrylic, and oil,

Her subjects also vary fram figures, partraits, still Iife, and landscapes.
Waord from Wan Li Zhang;

I believe that artwork should never be a mere duplication of reality, even in its most

realistic forms. We put our thoughts into our work in a profound process.

My paintings are based on what | see, feel, and remember. Whatever | paint today
will become the past by tomorrow, | den't know what will happen tamorrow, but | do
know of the past, which | can remember, dream
of, and feel.

| was always fascinated by the views | had seen
through windows. There is also an inner window
found deep in my memary. In my paintings,
everything is seen through different kinds of
widows: old windows through which | envision
the Gobi Desert from my childhood, traditional
Chinese-styled windows from my time at
university, and scenes seen through church
windows from my expenence living in Canada.
It's a portal that lets you gaze into your true self,
where you don't wear a mask and are free,

Al of the scenes are concentrated memones that
persist eternally in my heart. It's one of many
yesterdays, it's the transient today, and it may ar

may not be there tomarrow. It's my very existence.

BT 8L feed Tobie f il 2 0 i 1 O and Wimed e, 30wy wdtin )
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It is truly a great pleasure to know the “lnvitational
Exhibition of Contemporary Female Artists” is wo be
exhibited from Aupust 22 to September 12, 2015 It
will showeaze the excellent works of 21 outstanding
Chinesz and Canadian female artists here in Vancouver.
At the same time, it shows the contributions of fernale
artists to the world of fine arts as well as 1o society in
general. This cross-cultural exhibition is indeed most
welcome and significant in the multicultural society
that is Canada.

And to have this exhibition endorsed by the Minister
of Labour and Minister of Status of Women of Canada
attests to the importance of this exhibition.

The organizers, the International Study and Research
Arts Centre and the International Arts Gallery, are
definitely to be congratulated to have demonstrated
such insight and innovative ability.

My sincerest congratulations and best wishes for the
sucoess of this excellent exhibition!

Yvonne Li
{Honorary Adviser, International Study and
Research Arts Ceniter)

In olden days, as a matter of fact, not that long ago,
there were few and far between female artists in China
or Europe and Canada. In Canada, we have our Emily
Carr but the *Group of Seven” were all men! The
famous artists in Europe and China were also all men
in the past.

But things are changing'

Thanks to the Intermational Arnt Gallery which is
hosting an exhibition 1o showcase the work of many
female artists who come from China and elsewhere in
painting and calligraphy. We now have the profile and
visihility of these female artists as evidenced by those in
this exhibition which perhaps represent only part of a
very large number of emerging female artists,

Women in many walks of life have long been
overshadowed by men or ignored by the male
dominated society! As a woman, 1 am glad to see
s0 many accomplished women now in jobs and
professions used 1o be held by men only. Women have
come a long way to gain equal rights and opportunities
in many disciplines especially in art in our community.

International Art Gallery should be congratulated
to bring to our attention the contnbution and
accomplishment of these artists from various ethnic
background around the world. It's great to see East and
West to meet at LAG and our artiets can share with each
other their talents and in turn share with us who come
from the four corners of the world.

1 salute to IAG which brings to us the fine works
of these accomplished female artists topether who
have proven their talents in their respective fields of
accomplishments.

Congratulations and have a great and successful
exhibiton'

Maggie Ip, LLL (Hon)
(Honorary Advisor, International Study and
Research Arts Center)
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| consider exhibitions of painting and calligraphy
by femnale artists to be good and necessary for two
important purposes: first, to draw attention to the fact
that there are many super-talented women working
in & feld traditionally dominated by men; and second,
to encourage younger female artists by giving them
platforms on which to show their work. The ultimate
goal of any aspinng artist, however, should not be to
succeed as a great “female artist”, but rather as a “great
artist”, Just as truly great art should transcend the limits
of national and ethnic identity, so should it transcend
the limits of gender identity. | offer my congratulations
to the participating artists, and best wishes for a highly
successful and influential exhibition,

Jan W, Walls
{Executive Aavisor, International Study and
Research Arts Cemnter)
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frgeme beft b right, Mathenne CHAN, BP fiar YOG, US Condol Gerenad Ann
CALLAGRAN, Serdra KUK in front of Sanaing’s hucge pomiing Wermead™

A Tribute to Sandra KUCK

Sandra Kuck 15 one of the greatest female artists
of our time. She s also recognized as one of
today's most beloved and renowned American
Artists. Her original paintings are displayed in
prestigious collections and exhibitions around
the world including the Mational Archives in
Washington D.C; and her prints, books or
objects are displayed in the homes of millions
of families in the Morth America. Above all,
Sandra and her husband John are dear personal

and dedicated friends of the twoe of us,

Sandra held her personal exhibition of "Romantic
Realism” im the Arts  Gallery
in December 2002, Her stunning works won the

International

adrmiration of and gave inspiration to many who
came to the show. They were impressed not
anly by the extra-ordinary art skills, but by the
message that the paintings carries " the powerful
and private sensibility between friends, families
and lovers | the sense of harmony and peaceful
sense of affection, admiration and trust between

individuals and mankind ”

Truly, as she herself admitted: "1 try to make life
more beautiful and interesting than it actually
is, yet give it all the reality; and even a mare
convincing reality than that of our everyday
life". Without a shadow of doubt Sandra's work
makes the everyday life more beautiful and

meaningful to us.

Sandra and her husband John were generous as to
leave her beautiful works with the International
Arts Galley for the appreciation of our art lovers.
In particularly, the large piece of oil painting
“Mermaid” that she left with our arts gallery is a
classic display and is eye-catching to everyone
whao visits our gallery and has the chance to view

this lovely piece,

Most recently, once again, her stunning and
magnificent painting of “Yvonne® has won the Best
Portrait for the MEAM/Salmagundi 2014 /2005,
Imternational ARC Sakon Exhibatron |t will be displayed
in Barcelona from Movember 17 to December 28, 2015
and wall move 1o MYC from January 18 to February 4,
2016, (For details please visit: www.artrenewal.org/
artacles MEAM_exhibit. php

Katherine and | are so happy for her distinguish
achievernent, another outstanding example of
contemposary female artist. ‘'We wish Sandra
and John every success in the exhibition and their
future journey in arts creation,

Weamne - Best Poveai Award, MEAWSalmagund 2 104-15
(14 o Carraas, 44 i x 34 fnd

Penned by john Charn
{Executive Director of International Arts Gailery)
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Congratulation to the success of
Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary Prominent Female Artists
With the Compliment of International Arts Gallery
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Wafercolour Biennale 2013
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john CHEN
“FOLLOW MY HEART™

Arts Exhibition I.E
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