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SMMW/M is the word | would use to describe my encounter with Lo Fu's
poetry. Upon first reading Lo Fu's poetry as a young student in Taipei over thirty years ago,
| was immediately intrigued by selections from Death of a Stone Cell that | read. With the
help of a friend, | was able to acquire a copy of the book from the author and set about
reading and trying to understand it, by translating it. | also tried my hand at many of his
more accessible early poems. The task taught me how to translate: the first translations |
ever made from the Chinese were of poems by Lo Fu; the first translations | ever published
were of poems by Lo Fu. | might never have become a translator if | hadn't found Lo Fu's
poetry. Among those early translations were several from Lo Fu's first collection of poetry
such as "Chimney":

Qbtanding alone under a pale setting sun N
CBluck hair lifted by the wind, but & slender shadow stands lall "
A little cool below the aity wall a little lonely

& am a chimney longing lo fly

N M

FCead lowered & gize dl the long moal . ;E
Che waler brimming, meandering for thousands of pears s
CWho has had me imprisoned? e
ey afternoon & gaze up

At the white dlouds’ footprints in the sky

& pearn lo travel afar;, Oh! Chat long river, those blue mountains
SF & could be a wild crane chasing the clouds

Or even a fine speck of dust " .
S8ut Sim just a shadow cast below the city wall L7 SR R 137X16”

- plelding loneliness 1o others

g

These youthful lyric poems were ideally suited for a young translator. But the difficult
poetry of Death of a Stone Cell continued to obsess me and | kept reading the poems and
revising my translations. Eventually the translation was finished and published as a Taoran
Press chapbook, which has long been out-of-print, but now included in the Zephyr Press
collection Stone Cell. For me the opening poem s still one of the signature works from 1960s
Taiwan (so much so that | once asked Lo Fu to provide a copy of the poem in his own
calligraphy.

The poem:

QSimply by chance & raised my eyes toward the neighboring corridor; & was stunned

At deown, that man robelled against death with his naked body

14



Allowed a black tributary to roar through his veins
& was stunned, my eyes swept over the stone wall
CGouging out twe channels of blood on its surface

TR

Cly fice spreads like a tree, a tree grown in fire
Al is still behind epelids on the pupils move
Chove in a direction most people fear to mention
And & am a bitter pear Iree, cut down

On my annudal rings pou can still hear wind and cicadeas BR BT

= 0b &

18"X15”

One thing that has been consistent in Lo Fu's poetry over the years is the centrality of
the poetic image. His style evolved continuously over the years, the difficult expression
and personal symbols of Death of a Stone Cell gave way to a less hermetic poetry, but
still the startling image has remain a constant. Another constant with Lo Fu's poetry
has been change. In over fifty years of writing poetry, Lo Fu has never ceased to astonish.
He is known for his devilish ability to remake himself as a poet. This has been a gift to
readers, of which the translator is a special one. The perfectly accomplished verse of the
Saigon poems, his poetry of nostalgia, and the growing engagement with classical poetry
in his later verse all came as revelations and as a challenge to the translator.

Perhaps the single most challenging work to translate was Lo Fu's book-length poem
Driftwood, for its scope and depth. [ read the poem as it was serialized and again when
it was published in book form. For me such an important work demanded a translation
and the timing was fortuitous. At a conference, Chris Mattison of Zephyr Press asked
me if | had a book for him. [mmediately | suggested Driftwood. Chris expressed interest
in the work and so | set about translating it. [t is a three-thousand-line poem that
stands as a summation of Lo Fu's career. The great themes of life, love, death, and art
are all here, as is a critique of the world today. The poem is imbued with a sense of
loneliness rises out of a tragic universalism that is itself a product of the poet's sense of
exile or being adrift in the world. This grandly summative work ends modestly enough
on a note of transcendent finality or completion: I
T kgtiarnts 7N
A LML

At o

C8ut most importantly
& am here 1o salute time

Xt

&t makes me conscious of existence and death

& am satisfied not a drop of water remains in my well
And although & have been reduced to ruins
& cannot forsake this modest dream of mine

WO E

mEER 17"X13”

The stamina required to translate the poem was probably similar to that required by the
poet to write it. | consider myself fortunate to have been able to closely follow Lo Fu's
creative journey and through the process of translation share in it to some extent by
recreating much of it in my own language. A lifetime of devotion to a writer's work and
to translating it has borne fruit. Now, of course, English readers have access to a
rendition of one of Lo Fu's most important works as well as a volume of selected poems
spanning his entire career.

15



U E

¥

»

B

H% ’
fib

’

K4

FIIR; FE

:

2
A

IR

Ay

AN

F

Z3

d

’

T
205

PR WK REX EROL e,

S A
- x £
A 8 T
\VAEM%%M me_m_%m
e 1 =R
&~ o
y,m_uﬁm. @%ER
i ie ol
B S s K=
= s R
— -~ z AN
wma Hr t = n%
TR gi=
Sk S e
IRAE B
HE= | £
i 4 Bl
Rz <z
ik ie._ﬁ@
#Hx~o R
b
#o | &g m.m By
A | e g
Bl .= o ExRy
zcigh IRt el i
ey S P E
o2 ey 2 Hx 5
L~ 1 =i
e -
NAKH o EKEK
e ® o
e A& bl = gy
REw BT 2
Bl | E e &
TRER el _ B
BE i s 4fe WHE @SR . ¥eX E2ae

BEHI~ = | 20 71



AN AR I AT HE AT A

-~
EN

R

BB STk — T

=
2
=

AT AR

S
e
s
U

R
AV

24 |

Rl
S
EN
IQERHY

P
B
SWE
B
e
EE

Ny A DO R N R A= S A NN S B

SEEHE K, MM
1) B AR 2

“201

(BRI ]

e
il
M

-.

b

N

il
o

tH

&S e

{14
i

%

. RESE. BEEESE

=1

- BRI, 5

i

= | Y ERE
B JE& R
SR CELIE

e E( 2R E s
B E R |
SRR R I I
LS gz b
Ehe ki &K
IR T K- I R K
X E H KA
PRI RERE
XEHKFE &
R E e
H  XREEs
Wi o=
R =< #HE-
Y1 BRI B
B NKEH
HEK A EE
1R XK i mY 4]
gy EBd
FEEXK .H
ERE-HEHNXE
SO ERTER
1B SR ) L1 S
i B e RS o
B KEiRHEE
Eib<<mE | R .4
LK L KRR
Hi 15 5 1 X L
FER] X o 4 S 4 ]

ERYEKRER JE

s R N 2l
SPED, FHHLARIE

=R & =Lz

EmRE | FRIgE
HWEFIT . #{1
A R - SR

MWK FKEEY EROE

A PLAE

57 PELE AN

A

113

—E<E
L=

BI-E

EOEEA~
RHER X
B R
KR .~
SR,
-G
KE £k
ETHHE
HEKRE
B R
KEXEL
KE M E E
puitataufiat
W K
REEE .
EEgd
& B2
I iy o
ENE
LK .
Il <
ERMHER

B~ e
I -

17

£

=
=]

KA

i

2
i

fifh
e
<
X
e
H
2 X
#+ R
R 8
B R
= b
il =
el 5
o 3E
Bk
B &
my oY
# X
gl
&

£ BE AL IS8 28 % B R 48 55 S Dl R G 0 R 8T A i 42
HEINAARBREES

iy F A A

i)
It



FEIEAN

RAL g

2003%F6H , FUBCIEMEISEAEERNS ZREIMEIL  SABKEMRT "EAXREN
RIHE" BRI, WERTEF, "EABHRHE" T —AMFHBINIEAZBREH
xE.

RAZSX  ZBRTAKETEREBNENEFEFR T ZEXNUEE. HF , 2004F7&/)\
YEBRBELHN "AREMNG" KBEFHE , 2005FH "BEEARESHRE" |, 2008FHY
"BEEANGRBEHEAE" | 2010FH "B BT, 2011FH "FHEZER" T4
F, UK 20155FMEIREMB G RN "EREE" FERREFEREENINEZETS]
ETmARE,

RRESRHFRE LR  BRTEFANBEE "RIER" E2007F LigREBLBERIFF
BT LEIEREN  AEREERREBRIEE. £20165F , AIEERBXRTETRS
EOEE T EE205 !

201658H6-7H , EARMR R ER MRABFETEXNHEHESSNEHIEEME20165F8H

6-7THHRXEH=SXWEFEE , 8fF "EABEXHRE" "SXE2EER" , "BOBX
BT | UBNSXRAENFEETHNERER !

BFEPETABEMEL S

Vancouver Chinese Culture &Arts Foundation

mEEPENHCEHESEGN

BEEGAEVHERESE , ZXEWAVancouver Chinese Culture & Arts Foundation
(BRVCCAF), BINMEXEANEZZHEFEZEMZN , EHAMXAERRNBR. 82F. B
K, BEFRBERTEEEATHAANBERCIESFENTZHES  BEZEEEA.

B EPENNENES T SILEGABPEXNHER , INRIIPXHRR  HETEHERER
~E. SSEERSENHR. SEHRE. EXREE. BEXRUREIIFEASEE R
SHFIRES | SABMESPEHEMNERIERE,

HFIRA "NUHBMEES  2INRAEKE" |

HAPIBISA ISR P E LI AR A RIS S fEan,

KB RIEEAENHESHI XU RN A mEE.

B RAT  BEHSRHNE  NREIFSASUITR | HEITHRRER,

18



R AL

Z B EHonorary Governors 1% &/Special Researchers JE&/Honorary Advisors
EE0#R  Prof. Johnson Su-Sing HTH Sheila CHAO Oy Mr. A-Nong
cHow Bf2 Po-Liang CHEN BEB%EA  Mr. Tin-Yan CHAN
SRR Prof.Shao-Gang GUO BEA AtthurShu-Ren CHENG ~ TR%%  Mr. Guo DING
% B1TEEM/Executive Advisors ARL SIEEI REEEE  MrKely P
B , HRaE Paul CHUI ESFMLE  Ms. Maggie IP —
}Jg x éﬁ%%ﬁ%f Pro. CHA,NG phun Chieh g Hang-Jian GUO TRAKEE: Prof. Chin JIE 2
BH % %Fﬁf&‘ Prof.LIXing Jan 2IEE Wai-Yin LAU B/VEEE  Mr RobertS.Q.KU %
5 ‘& by Rl P Tak-Cheung LEUNG ZEHB  Prof. Yvone Ll g é
[E] #17& B €/Executive Committee B R Shyh-Charng LO ZREHF  Prof. Zhao-Tang LIANG g ﬁ
E BEMiE (£7%) John CHAN(Chairman) Zil2 Andy Shutse LOU ZIE=ELE  Mr Guo-Hua LIU ﬁ é
E BEEE Katherine CHAN aliEg2 Kenson SETO BRFEE Mr. LO Fu =
i ] John CHEN TR Rescarchers i*ﬁﬁk%ﬂ% Prof. Pak Qin SHANG 1{[ k
x 44 CHANG Chin Sheng ‘ - TEFHE  Prof. George WANG B{ ﬂ
m 2EE James LIU %E% HalrPing LEE EREEZE  Prof. Ji-De WU ﬁ E
m i . Eﬂ& Lemgikil BEMEE M Sing YEO q]
I}] TBHE/Executive Secretary Jm:J\Tr Peter MENG EHsa Mr. Qiang ZHANG
IE%A Hong He s Herman ZHENG EFHE  Prof, Sheng Tian ZHENG JB\

AG o6

INTERNATIONAL

ARTS GALLERY y
(BRI BB

#2083 —-88 West Pender StreetVancouver, BC VEB GNY
Tel: 604-569-1886 Fax:604-566-9153 <www.iagbc.ca>

19


http://www.iagbc.ca

kARG T 2 2g—

Bk
Fe T :
¥ Lg
iy , I
= 4" B A
:;w_, B ;ga;.-g-’
= #] A2 IR G 0DY
@ @R i
a7 R 21"X13.5” EHNER 21"X13.5"
BRI BREARALM *‘é’aﬂ%b’%l‘éwéﬁﬂ"\éﬁ %T\%ij%
é‘J@H{FO )szf’d WRHFHTER “F. . 2=46— 4’?" 7, FLIE K
RRBE R —TFTHFPOIER, %

NN

R —ERE 14”X20” BRI 14”X18”
20



39 )

- .,; ’ —

NEE B WO0E

L IV ELTIINITIY

= —IE= ML H R

 ECTEBAES - (1995F)

LB TR C
ayem; suweah W
ALma, Panr







% LU IR, th 4 A i 5
CdeEg kS SRR % SRR, R,
ENCINE Y E A VN ) e

 j

2R iEgEE BHEEEE ExR—KEE FES

=E FEBEeE 528 BE AR

3B pEia 5 e SRIFIE 57 I ) - SR RS
RS /D3 s2/D3A

HEIEER SFEHER 2 SEEER 2 SHEHEER SFHEMEER FELEE &
(GEN- = PR & CYez Austin Ma BFR aess ISy Es
N

BRI ER R RS IBEBSED BehE
=93]

Et R MALRORIR (BEFEE4I1E9505)

jEhAEYE - 20165F8A6HKE 7=
23






	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24

